
Valley Wide Kayak Club Kayak Camping Trip 

Black Canyon on the Colorado River below Hoover Dam 

Thursday, April 16 to Sunday, April 19, 2015 

Trip Leader:  Diane Boss (951) 634-4952 redmountainlady@gmail.com  

25 VWKC members & guests have paid $17 for their Hoover Dam Launch Permits to paddle a 

beautiful section of the Colorado River where it flows through Hoover Dam.  This is a beautiful 

stretch of the river where it flows through Black Canyon just below Hoover Dam.  Hot Springs, Hot 

Water Pools and Waterfalls and Sauna Caves are there to enjoy.  There are only 30 kayaks or canoes 

per day allowed to launch from the base of the Hoover Dam.  10 of us will launch at 8 am after 

meeting the Desert River Outfitter guide at 6 am at Willow Beach, 11 miles downriver, where we will 

unload our kayaks and gear on their kayak trailer, leave our vehicles parked there (the take out point) and 

be transported back up to Hoover Dam.  15 of us will launch at 9 am after meeting the Desert River 

Outfitters guide at 7 am (same scenario as above). The 8 am group will need to be launched and down the 

river before the 9 am group can be dropped off.   

 

April 17 - 8 am launch – 10 paddlers:  Diane Boss – Lead Paddler, Brian Kovalsky, Barbara 

Keiderling, Bob Pisa, Sheila Pisa, Heiko Mauerman, Kelly Jo Miller, Jacinta Kephart, Harold 

Swegheimer, Teresa Swegheimer  

April 17 - 9 am launch – 15 paddlers: Gary Hakala – Lead Paddler, Gloria Durgin, Gregg Durgin, 

Lisa Graham, Freddy Howard, Kathy Hakala, Tim Hakala, Rebecca Hakala, Bob Julian, Linda Julian, 

Dianne Millard, Don Millard, Steve McClausland, William Rich & Leslie Taliaferro,   

Trip Costs:  $17 person launch permits (paid), $40 portage fee to Desert River Outfitters to 

transport you to Hoover Dam Launch site if you have your own kayak, $85 kayak rental 

(includes portage fee) to Desert River Outfitters for those that need to rent a kayak, $59.95 

plus $7.19 tax to Hoover Dam Lodge (former Hacienda Hotel) for Thursday night stay plus 

gas and food for the trip. Contact Hoover Dam Lodge (702) 293-5000 to reserve one of the 10 

rooms reserved under my name, Diane Boss.   Contact Helen Hunter at Desert River Outfitters 

www.desertriveroutfitters.com (928) 763-3033 to rent your kayak and mention you have a Black 

Canyon launch permit for the Valley Wide Kayak Club launch on April 17th.   

Thursday, April 16 – Drive to Boulder City, Nevada and check into the Hoover Dam Lodge 

(formerly the Hacienda Hotel & Casino), 18000 Hwy 93, Boulder City.  Contact Diane Boss on 

arrival (951) 634-4952 to check in. If you get there early enough, you can explore the Hoover Dam 

Visitor Center and take a tour of the Hoover Dam.  We will have dinner at 6 pm in their 

restaurant and will get together to discuss any last minute details.  Leave your kayak and all 

kayak and camping gear in your vehicle and pack a small bag just for this hotel stay.  The small bag 

will hold the clothes you will change into for the trip home after the paddle is over.   

 

mailto:redmountainlady@gmail.com
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Friday, April 17 – Paddlers on the 8 am launch will drive 11 miles to Willow Beach to meet 

Desert River Outfitters at 6 am.  Paddlers on the 7 am launch will drive 11 miles to Willow 

Beach to meet Desert River Outfitters at 7 am. IMPORTANT:  You must display your photo 

ID and your Black Canyon Launch permit before you will be loaded on the bus. At this time, 

you will pay your $40 portage fee to Desert River Kayaks (cash, ATM or credit). Make sure 

your camping & food items are already packed in small dry bags so they will be contained 

when transporting them and will fit easier in the kayak.  Place them in a large foldable bag to 

keep your gear separate from others.  The 8 am launch paddlers will paddle their loaded kayaks down 

river 4 miles to Arizona Hot Springs where they will set up camp for two nights.  Same scenario for 

the 9 am paddlers.  The rest of the day is left to explore and soak in the Hot Springs, relax, swim, take 

a hike, have lunch and dinner and sit around the campfire.   There is one outhouse at Arizona Hot 

Springs for your use (or you can relieve yourself in the wild).   

Saturday, April 18 -  After breakfast, we will explore upriver via kayak.  We will paddle 

upstream toward the dam and explore the surrounding area.  There is a 300’ deep sauna cave 

and several canyons with hot water pools and waterfalls.  You will need to pack a lunch, bring 

plenty of drinking water, and sunscreen.  We will return to camp for out dinner meal around the 

campfire.   Those that want to can participate in Happy Hour by bringing an appetizer to 

share with their own drinks.    

Sunday, April 19 – After breakfast, we will pack all our gear in the kayaks for an 8 am launch.  

We will paddle 7 miles downriver to our take out at Willow Beach where our vehicles will be 

waiting.  This area has potential for Big Horn Sheep sightings, Emerald Cave and ruins of the old 

river gauger’s house and catwalk.  At Willow Beach we will load up our vehicles, eat lunch and 

head for home.  We should be back home by early evening.   

Driving Directions:  Take the 215 North toward Las Vegas.  Take the 146 exit 27 to cut over to 

the 215 east.  Take 215 east to the I-515 south/93 south/95 south exit.  Continue on 93 south 

into Boulder City.  Follow the signs and take a left turn to stay on 93 toward Hoover Dam.  

Another way I like to go is through 29 Palms and Amboy which is a more peaceful drive.  Just put the 

address in your GPS for choices to get to Boulder City   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Kayak Camping Check List for Black Canyon Trip 

Basic Kayak Gear 

 Kayak  

 Compass 

 Paddle (1 per paddler) 

 Headlamp or flashlight. 

 Personal Flotation Device  

 Matches/ firestarter in waterproof 

container 

 Food 

 Sunglasses and sunscreen 

 Drinking water 

 Weather radio 

 First-aid kit 

 Signaling devices (whistle, mirror, 

flares) 

 Pocket knife  

 Emergency throwline 

 Map/charts in waterproof case 

 Bilge Bump/Kayak Self Rescue  

Additional Kayak Gear 
(optional, but recommended) 

 Extra paddle (at least 1 per boat) 

 Tie-down line 

  Kayak repair kit or "ding stik" (epoxy putty) 

 Plastic bailer and large sponge for bailing 

 Float bags if kayak has no bulk heads  

   
 
Camping Gear 
(Choose items to meet your trip needs--and 

the level of luxury desired)  

 Tent, tarp or bivy sack 

 Rainfly 

 Tent stakes 

 Ground cloth 

 Tent broom 

 Sleeping bag (in waterproof stuff sack) 

 Compression sack 

 Sleeping pad 

 Sit pad or sleeping pad chair kit 

 Extra nylon stuff sacks 

 Food (adequate supply for your trip) 

 Stove and fuel 

 Funnel 

 Collapsible water container 

Extras 

 Binoculars 

 Field guides 

 Camera and film 

 Notebook and pencil 

 Travel games 

 Watch/alarm clock 

 Weather radio 

 Repair/sewing kit 

 100-foot accessory cord 

 Axe/saw 

 Money 

 Photo ID 

 Camping/fire permits, if needed 

 Fishing License 

 Trip Plan (left with a responsible friend) 

 Car keys 

 "Take out bag" (food, water and clothing 

supplies left in car for end of trip) 
 
 

 
Clothing 

 Quick-drying pants/shorts 

 Rain gear (jacket/poncho and pants) 

 Quick-drying swimsuit 

 Paddling spray 

 jacket/pants 

 T-shirts 

 Sun/rain hat (with wide brim) 

 Long-sleeve shirts 

 Bandanna 

 Wicking long underwear (top and pants) 

 Fleece or wool hat 

 Fleece or wool sweater/sweatshirt 

 Fleece or wool gloves/mittens 

 Fleece or wool pants 

 Kayak pogies or neoprene gloves 

 
Clothing for extreme paddling conditions 

 Wetsuit top 

 Neoprene hood 

 Wetsuit bottoms 

 

Clothing (Continued)  



 
Storage Options 

 Day/summit pack 

 Duffel bags 

 Small Dry bags 

 Zip Lock Baqs  
 
Personal Items 

 Toilet paper 

 Lip balm (with sun protection) 

 Toothbrush and toothpaste 

 Small bath towel 

 Head net 

 Brush/comb 

 
Cooking items 

 Matches/lighter  

 Cook set, dishes 

 Cooking/eating utensils 

 Drinking cup 

 Pot grabber 

 Biodegradable soap 

 Pot scrubber/dish towel 

 Plastic garbage bags 

 Zip Lock bags 

 Water filter/purifier 

 Water-purification tablets 

 Water bottle(s) 

 Lantern 

 Trash liners 

 Trash compactor bags 

 Resealable plastic bags (various sizes) 

 Hard-shelled dry boxes 

 Insect repellent 

 Trowel 

 Drysuit 

 Farmer John-style wetsuit 

 Dry top 

 Neoprene shorts 

 Dry pants 

 Neoprene booties 

 Waterproof outermitts 

 
Footwear 

 Wool or synthetic socks 

 Tennis shoes 

 Wicking liner socks 

 Sport sandals 

 Hiking boots/shoes 
 
 

Here is a link to a You Tube Video on What Gear 

to Take While Kayak Camping / How to Pack a Kayak and 

Set up Camp on a Beach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gmNtXyiWpY 
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